Policy on Assessment for Kilcleagh N.S.
Introduction:

This policy was originally drafted during a whole school planning meeting in March 2012.
It was presented to the Board of Management for ratification on _________________________
Rationale

The core of the policy is that all children should experience success at school. This policy strives to identify at the earliest possible opportunity, children who may have particular learning needs or difficulties. 
Kilcleagh N.S. seeks to enable each child to develop his/her potential in a caring environment where the talents of each child are valued. 
This policy sets out to formalise our existing practice within this school, and take on board the Department of Education's publication on assessment entitled “Assessment in the Primary School Curriculum (2007).”
The aims and objectives of this policy are:

· To benefit pupil learning.
· To assist planning, evaluate and modify teaching strategies based on the outcomes of assessment.
· To identify pupils with learning difficulties.
· To use assessment outcomes to assist and improve the teaching and learning programmes used in Kilcleagh N.S.
· To involve parents and pupils in identifying and managing strengths and needs.
· To effectively and sensitively use assessment outcomes to assist pupils to reflect on their own learning.
· To be able to provide accurate information about pupil’s progress to relevant parties particularly parents.
· To evaluate pupil achievement in curricular areas in comparison with national norms.
Assessment for Learning
A broad range of assessment approaches are used in Kilcleagh N.S. to cater for a wide spectrum of support requirements among the pupils taking into account their individual learning styles and needs. The pupils may be assessed with their class or individually, whichever is deemed most appropriate for the pupil at the time. Alternative assessment tools will be designed, altered or sourced by the Special Education Needs (SEN) team should the assessment be deemed inappropriate to the pupil’s level of ability.
Informal Assessment Methods

1. Teacher Observation

This involves assessing the child’s progress by observing, questioning, and monitoring the child’s progress in all areas of the curriculum. This may include children’s responses, participation, interaction and reaction in class.

If an ongoing significant difficulty is observed it will be recorded and the parent will be notified of the teachers concerns. 

2. Teacher/Designed Tasks and Tests:

Teachers use a range of activities to assess the progress of individuals or groups across the full range of curriculum subjects. These may be oral, pictorial, written or practical and may be embedded in the everyday teaching and learning activities in the class or may be used by the teacher in key areas at the end of the topics/activities to provide a fuller picture of the child’s performance and progress, for example Spelling tests, Table tests, End of Term Maths Assessment Tests, Quizzes.
3. Concept Mapping

These are used to gather information as a visual representation about the children’s ideas and understanding in subject areas, for example Science, English, S.E.S.E.  As an assessment tool it provides evidence of changes in children’s thinking over time, e.g. a before and after assessment of a topic.

4. Self-Assessment

Children are encouraged to look at their own work in a reflective way and to set personal learning targets for themselves.

Error Analysis will be used as a strategy in self-assessment by the individual child in particular reading and written work.

Questioning as a classroom methodology is a useful assessment tool.

Other areas which promote self-assessment are homework, Parental/pupil feedback, Teachers end of year of report. 

5. Work samples, Portfolios, and Projects

Some examples of children’s work are retained where possible to monitor the child’s progress in knowledge and skills, e.g. Art Portfolio, Website, Discover Primary Science Project, Green School’s Project, Digital images of models and artwork, S.E.S.E. projects
6. Criterion-Referenced Tests

Mostly used in Maths to measure specific areas of learning and readiness to move on to a different topic, e.g. Brainteaser End of Term Maths Assessment Tests
Screening and Diagnostic Tests
Many tests have both screening and diagnostic functions. Screening tests identify that a child has learning needs in a particular area, while a diagnostic test can identify the need more specifically.
The Screening/Diagnostic tests used to identify learning strengths/weaknesses in Kilcleagh N.S. are:

· Belfield Infant Assessment Programme (B.I.A.P.)– Infants (Last Term)

· Middle Infant Screening Test (M.I.S.T.) – ( 2nd Term) Senior Infants
· Non Reading Intelligence Test (N.R.I.T.). The NRIT is administered to 1st class every year by our S.E.N. teacher. Results are recorded together with STEN and percentile scores from standardised tests.
· Neale Analysis of Reading (NARA) Quest Screening and Diagnostic.
· These screening tests will be administered by learning support teacher in conjunction with class teacher.
Early intervention is of great importance in Kilcleagh N.S.  Screening may lead to specific intervention by class teacher.

If the class teacher has concerns regarding a child the class teacher will refer child to the SEN teacher in consultation with parents/guardians for diagnostic testing.

Screening is used by Kilcleagh N.S. to initiate the approach to intervention as per circular 02/05 where a staged approach is used by the individual class teachers before recourse to diagnostic testing/psychological assessment.  Parents are provided with test results and if a psychological assessment is warranted, parental permission is sought and a consent form is completed.  The Principal will facilitate such an assessment happening.

Results are communicated at P.T.M. or at a specific meeting if required.

Standardised Tests
The standardised tests used in the school are

· Drumcondra Reading

· Drumcondra Spelling

· Drumcondra Maths

Standardised tests are administered to all classes from 1st to 6th.  SEN teachers administer these tests at the end of May /beginning of June each year adhering strictly to the conditions outlined in the testing manuals. Exemption from standardised testing is considered when deemed necessary (c.f. Circular 0138/2006). 

Raw Score, Standard Score, Percentile Rank, and STEN are recorded manually. Principal, S.E.N and staff are involved in the analysis of standardised test results for an individual pupil, class and the whole school. First priority for learning support is given to children with a percentile of ten or below (c.f. Learning Support Policy). The information gathered from the analysis of results informs long term and short term plans, I.E.P.'s and I.L.P.'s. 
Results are communicated to parents at annual parent-teacher meetings and on the end of year school report.
Psychological Assessment

In Kilcleagh N.S. the criteria used in the selection of pupils for learning support is as follows.

Class teacher/Principal will contact the parents for permission to secure a psychological assessment for their child.

The class teacher in consultation with the Principal will consult a Psychologist about diagnostic results to organise an assessment.

The assessment would be a central part an educational plan for the child and would incorporate recommendations made by the specialised professionals.

The reports are stored in the individual pupil’s files in a filing cabinet in the office.
Recording and Storing the Results

Each teacher will keep her/his own day-to-day record of observations, remarks, incidents etc. as they occur in the classroom and playground. This can help meet the needs of individual children more effectively.

Each teacher will also keep a record of all aspects of the child’s progress and learning throughout the year.

· This will support both teachers and pupils in monitoring and structuring learning.
· Provide information for teachers when preparing reports for parents.
· Provide information for teachers who will have subsequent responsibility for the child’s education.
Assessment results are recorded in hand written format and entered on each pupil’s Report Card at the end of the year.
 A duplicate copy is kept on file in the Principals Office and used by staff to evaluate learning and compare results from one year to the next.

Class Records of Standardised Diagnostic and Screening Tests are also kept on file in the office and in the Learning Support Room. 

Results of standardised tests are given to parents at the end of the school year in written format on the School Report. Other assessment reports are given at Parent /Teacher meetings. Parents will also be met formally /informally if deemed necessary to discuss any assessments carried out on their child.

There is a folder in the office which holds all relevant documentation on each child with special educational needs. All such information is treated as confidential. However, parents may view any information held on their child by making an appointment with the class teacher and/or learning support/resource teacher. If applicable one copy of psychological/ occupational therapy/speech and language reports etc. are kept in the child’s individual file. No child is assessed by any outside party without parents consent. Teachers treat all such information as confidential.

Sensitive data is stored in files and access is restricted.

Relevant psychological assessments/reports are transferred on to secondary school on receipt of parental consent.

Success Criteria

This policy is considered successful if:

· Early identification and intervention is achieved.
· If assessment is used to inform teaching and planning.
· If assessment is determined what has been learned.
· There is progression and continuity in learning.
· There is clarity about what is expected and who is responsible for different aspects.
· There is efficient transfer of information between all parties involved i.e. teachers, parents, SEN Teachers.
Roles and Responsibility

· It is the responsibility of the class teacher to initiate intervention/informal assessment at class level.  When sufficient information has been gathered the responsibilities are shared with the SEN teacher.  

· Appropriate testing will then be administered by the SEN Teacher. 

· The Principal assumes a primary role if a Psychological Assessment is required.  

· Parents have a role at all stages and the lines of communication must be always kept open.
Implementation Date

These procedures will apply from ________________________________________________
Timetable for Review

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ratification and Communication

This policy was ratified by the B.O.M. on  ______________________________________   and it is to be made available to the school community via the school website and the parents’ representatives on the B.O.M.

