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From the tiny ‘Gold Frog’ to the massive ‘Goliath Frog’  frogs are very interesting! They belong to a group of animals, called amphibians. Other amphibians include toads, newts, salamanders and many others.

Some of the most interesting types of frog are poison dart frogs. There are sub-species of the poison dart frog. One of them is the strawberry red poison dart frog. They are normally found in the rainforests of Central and South America. They are bright red all over their bodies. This warns predators not to eat them. This is because they are highly toxic. They are usually one inch long, and they weigh less than one ounce! 
When the breeding season comes, the males will sit on high leaves and croak loudly. When a female hears this, she will approach the male. If the female is attracted by the male, she will lay her eggs, the male will fertilise them, and the female places the eggs on her back. When the eggs hatch, and become tadpoles, they stay on their mother’s back until she reaches a special plant, which has a small pool of water in the bottom. She drops a tadpole into the pool of water. She does this with every single tadpole, each of them having their own pool of water to stay in. Then the tadpole’s mother will feed each of the tadpoles. The tadpoles will grow quickly, and soon they have two back legs. Soon after, the tadpoles grow two front legs. Then they become froglets. This is the last stage of growing up for the maturing tadpole. They then become a frog. They have grown lungs, and can stay above land. They will start eating ants and beetles. The ants they eat eat poisonous plants, which give the Strawberry Red Poison Dart Frog their poison. Soon the young frogs find their own mate and lay frog spawn. This is the life cycle of the Strawberry Red Poison Dart Frog. In captivity the frogs are not fed ants that have ate poisonous plants. That means that the frogs are not poisonous. Very sadly many people capture these frogs, to keep as exotic pets.  
